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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JULY

7/05 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost w/HC
Celebrated by Rev. Dr. Matthew Cephus

7/12 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Elder, Jason Matasovsky, Preaching

7/19 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost w/HC
Celebrated by Rev. Dr. Matthew Cephus

7/26 Nineth Sunday after Pentecost w/HC
Celebrated by Rev. Dr. Matthew Cephus

Bible Studies
Gloria Dei will be taking a short hiatus from weekly Wednesday bible
studies. We will resume after Labor Day — September 16. Please
watch the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletters for any updates.


http://www.gloriadeilcms.org/
mailto:info@gloriadeilcms.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwibz8KTlbDbAhWPq1kKHfb_DfUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.theknowledgetree.com/2017/06/29/july-2017-newsletter/&psig=AOvVaw0UoktjC097334_WSVefSFD&ust=152786342265454
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjr07iYl7DbAhWmtVkKHeISB8QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://giphy.com/stickers/usa-quotes-conversations-LYaU29uIzacPm&psig=AOvVaw0UoktjC097334_WSVefSFD&ust=152786342265454
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjr07iYl7DbAhWmtVkKHeISB8QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://giphy.com/stickers/usa-quotes-conversations-LYaU29uIzacPm&psig=AOvVaw0UoktjC097334_WSVefSFD&ust=152786342265454

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry — July 2026

Go ... Sell All You Have?
Originally published July 2023

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the
commandments.” And he replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him,
“One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:18-22).

When we hear this story, this question comes to mind: is Jesus speaking to us also, or only to the
rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor?

As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and
distribute it to the poor? The simplest explanation is this: if we sold everything we have, our wife
and our children would be neglected. In other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the
poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, everything
we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t excuse us from using our money
for the purpose God intends.

Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our
neighbors. These stations are the church, the family and society. We are members of all three of
these by birth. We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others
in the church arise from our Baptism into the church. We are born into a family, and our duties to
others stem from our birth into that family. Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a
further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we have toward other members of society
come from either our own birth or the birth of others into the same society.

All that we have and all that we are ought to be pressed into service for the church, the family and
society. If we were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and
we would falter in fulfilling our duties.

So, consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support
and help those in society. You save for college for your children, and provide food, clothing and
shelter for the members of your family.

But the station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society
are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather,
we are to give of our first fruits, from off the top, the best, even as Abel gave the best of his flock.

This requires forethought. It means that you sit down and make a plan of what you will give from the
beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems that there are other more immediate and pressing
things.



And this is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time where giving is low due to
high unemployment or where restrictions on meeting in church limit opportunities to give. If we
love God and His gifts of forgiveness given through the Means of Grace, which we receive at church
and only at church, then we will support it, just as we love our country and our family. For all that
we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious God. He spared no expense for us and our
salvation. He gave up His Son to death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What’s more,
He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these
three spheres of church, family and society are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life
in all three at birth.

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be an afterthought or even ignored. It is nurturing you,
bringing you up in salvation through Word and Sacrament.



From the Desk of Pastor Matthew Cephus . . .

Will There Be Enough?

Will there be enough? Will my resources get me through? So often in life, we ask questions like these.
We wonder if we'll have enough in the bank account to cover the bills. We wonder if we'll be able to
cover tuition costs for our children, whether in childcare or college. We wonder if our retirement funds
will be adequate. Will there be enough?

Over against our anxious concern, Jesus’ multiplication of loaves and fishes that fed 5000 is a story
of abundant provision. This is the only miracle of Jesus that is found in all four Gospels:
o Mattew 14:13-21 (Matthew 14:13-21 ESV - Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - Now - Bible
Gateway);
o Mark 6:30-44 (Mark 6:30-44 ESV - Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - The - Bible Gateway);
o Luke 9:10-17 (Luke 9:10-17 ESV - Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - On - Bible Gateway);
o John 6:1-13 (John 6:1-13 ESV - Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - After - Bible Gateway).

Take a moment and read through these brief accounts. Each is a little different and has a unique
perspective from each Gospel writer in conveying this amazing work of Christ. John’s account is the
only one that tells how a little boy willingly shared his lunch of five loaves and two fish that he had
brought. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, is recorded as saying to Jesus: “There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they among so many?” (John 6:9). That
about sums it up for us, too, doesn't it? So often in life, we see only what we do not have. We have
to learn again and again that little is much in the hands of Jesus. We see only the end, but it is there
— at our end — that it is just the beginning of what Jesus can do.

We live in a culture of abundance. Just walk down any aisle in the grocery store and there is a dizzying
number of choices for just about every food and drink imaginable. This truth was discussed between
me and an overseas missionary family who came to visit. They live and serve in another part of the
world, but it is not a place of food insecurity or need. In speaking with them about their visit, one of
the things they commented on about life here in America was all of the choices in the grocery store
available to us. They said they could understand how this might lead to “decision paralysis” — a
dilemma of our modern world. Too many choices! But even in the abundance that surrounds us in
this country, there can be great need. Food deserts are real — all too real — for many. A food desert
is an area or region where people have limited access to healthy and affordable food. Sometimes
these are in urban areas, but they can also be in others areas as well. If you're not familiar with what
a food desert is, a brief overview can be found at Food deserts: Definition, effects, and solutions
(medicalnewstoday.com).

Even in a culture of abundance, there can be scarcity. That, of course, can lead to problems. We may
be prone to see life through the lens of scarcity rather than abundance. But scarcity can teach us
valuable lessons and cause us to become better stewards. My parents were products of fourteen
years of war in Liberia when scarcity was a very real thing. Necessity caused people to cut back, look
for inexpensive solutions, and make do with what you had. There is wisdom in this for us today! One
of the things that I really like about the account of Jesus’ feeding of the 5000 comes in the next to
last verse of Mark’s telling of this: “"And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and
of the fish” (Mark 6:43). Nothing was wasted! All of those leftovers from what Jesus had
miraculously multiplied would be put to good use feeding people the next time. The end of one meal
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became the beginning of another. In the compassion of Christ our Savior, who abundantly provides
for the needs of his people, we are moved to manage God’s gifts in such a way in order to make the
best possible use of them. That is good stewardship, then and now.

Whether we are surrounded by abundance or scarcity, whatever we have, bring it to Jesus. If our
resources are meager and lacking, bring it to Jesus. If our resources are more than we need for
ourselves, bring it to Jesus. Whatever we have, bring it to Jesus and place it in his nail-pierced hands.
Truly, little is much in the hands of Jesus! As He fed 5000 and more people with five loaves and two
fish, so He is not limited by what we have or do not have. Nothing is too hard for the Lord (Jeremiah
32:17). If this same Jesus so loved us that He would willingly go to the cross and give his very life
there for our salvation, won't He also give to us what is needed day by day? And so we pray, “Give
us this day our daily bread...”

As we consider our own situation in life, whether it is one of abundance or scarcity, let us remember
the words of Paul the apostle who encourages us to have the mind of Christ — to see Christ in our
neighbor and be Christ to our neighbor:

So, If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any
affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philjppians 2:1-11).

Will there be enough? In the abundant provision of our God, we give thanks — thanks for every gift
and blessing from his hand. The words of the psalmist remind us: “The eyes of all look to You, and
You give them their food in due season. You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing” (Psalm 145:15-16).
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Garage Sale Update

Gloria Dei, once again, participated in the Annual NEighbors Garage Sales. By adding Thursday as an
additional sale date, we got a jump start on sales. The sale was held at Mary Piper’s garage. A big thank
you to Mary for the use of her space! This was by far our biggest sale in terms of donations! There were
so many great donations that the garage was FULL and new items were added daily. The items that
were not sold were boxed up and donated to local charities and thrift stores.

Despite the Friday rainy weather, the sale raised nearly $2,300. Fortunately, the rain didn't discourage
our shoppers. ©

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time and energy to the success of the garage sale. It
was an enormous undertaking! It truly takes a village!

The three-day sale required significant effort from many individuals, who all came together to make
the sale a success and work as a team. Thank you to all the volunteers who generously gave their
time and efforts in setting up, pricing, moving items, staging and organizing, moving tables out in the
morning and back in in the evening, working the sale, feeding the workers, and for all the donations,
whether big or small. Thank you also to all the various neighbors who stopped by to lend a hand and
more importantly shop.

The sale was both a successful fundraiser and community event. Many shoppers visited multiple
times, finding new treasures each time. All the items sold at the garage sale were donated by members,
friends and neighbors. Thank You!
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I#’s Pienie Time!
Mark your calendars to attend the Fourth Annual
“Take it to the Streets” Picnic on Saturday, July 25

Royal Family along with Gloria Dei’s assistance, will host the annual Take it to the Streets outreach
event. All activities will take place outdoors on the church front lawn. Hot dogs and burgers will
be on the grill as well as a variety of foods, salads and desserts. There will also be live gospel
music, dancing, fun family games and of course, a bouncy house! Plan to bring your friends and
family. This FREE event is family-friendly and open to EVERYONE. The festivities begin at 3 pm,
so grab a lawn chair and we'll see you there! What a wonderful opportunity to connect with
people in the neighborhood and surrounding community and share the love of Jesus Christ.

If you are able to contribute to this event, there is a sign-up sheet on the front entry bulletin
board OR monetary donations can be marked “Take it to the Streets.”




FREE MUSIC INTHE PARKS

The Roseville Community Band will perform at Huset Park, 3965 Jefferson Street NE, Wednesday,
July 1, 6:30-8 pm.

The Northeast Community Band will reprise several nhumbers from its John Williams concert at Father
Hennepin Bluff Park, 420 Main Street SE, Tuesday, July 7. The free concert starts at 7 pm.

The Fridley City Band, a community band based in Fridley will be playing show tunes, pop tunes,
concert works and of course, marches on Thursday, July 9, 7-8 pm, Salo Park Amphitheater, 3890
Harding Street NE.

10 Minute Recess will perform this Pop/punk group will perform a free concert at Father Hennepin Bluff
on Tuesday, July 14, 7 pm.

Swingin” On a Star plays the joyous music of the Great American Songbook: the music of Ellington, Ella,
Gershwin and others. They also do Latin numbers, waltzes, ballads, and blues. Wednesday, July 15,
6:30-8 pm, Huset Park, 3965 Jefferson Street NE.

The Jimtones are a high-voltage dance band based in Shoreview, serving up an irresistible cocktail of
rock, soul and funk. Thursday, July 16, 7-8 pm, Salo Park Amphitheater, 3890 Harding Street NE.

Folk musician Eva Markham will perform Saturday, July 18, 7 pm, at Water Works Mill Ruins Park,
425 W. River Pkwy. Free.

Country group The Hamm Sammies will perform a free concert at Father Hennepin Bluff, 420 Main
Street SE, 7 pm, Tuesday, July 21.

Saxophone player Rose Duffy, backed by harmonica ace Paul Barry and his Blues Band will play a
danceable mix of Chicago and West Coast Jump Blues. Thursday, July 23, 7-8 pm, Salo Park
Amphitheater, 3890 Harding St. NE.

Rock group Animalhead will perform a free concert Tuesday, July 28, 7 pm at Father Hennepin BIuff,
420 Main Street SE.

The Backyard Band specializes in fun, danceable rock *n roll and country music drawing on decades of
experience playing in rock bands, folk groups, jazz combos and bar ensembles. Thursday, July 30, 7-
8 pm, Salo Park Amphitheater, 3890 Harding St. NE.

Free Community Meal at Faith United Methodist Church | July 9 @ 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Faith United Methodist Church, 2708 33 Avenue NE, holds a free Community dinner every second
Thursday of the month from 5-6 pm. Everyone is welcome. Upcoming dates are July 9, August 13,
September 10, October 8, November 12 and December 10.

FREE Community Dinner at St. Timothy’'s | July 14 @ 5 pm - 6:30 pm
Join St. Timothy’s and the local community on Tuesday, July 14, from 5 pm to 6:30 pm (or
until the food is gone) for their drive thru community dinner. All are welcome, so please spread
the word!! St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church is located at 825 51st Avenue NE, Columbia Heights.



HeightsNEXT 2026 Summer Garden Tour

HeightsNEXT’s annual garden tour will take place Friday, July 17 at 5 pm. The tour will start at the
Blooming Sunshine Food Forest located at Lomianki Park , 80 39th Avenue NE. Garden tour starts off with
a stroll through the Blooming Sunshine Food forest. Maps will be given with information about participating
residential gardens. All five gardens are in Columbia Heights. Light refreshments will be served at the last
garden on the tour. In case of a storm the garden tour will take place Saturday, July 18 at 2 pm.

Polish Fest - Annual Polish Festival
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Polish National Catholic Church, 420 22" Avenue NE, will hold its annual
Polish Festival Saturday, July 18, 11 am-6 pm. The event will feature authentic Polish food (folabki,

pierogi, Polish sausage, sauerkraut/kapusta, hot dogs, rye Bread, chips, dessert, pop, Polish beer and
coffee) and music. All are invited. Games for adults and children. Info: (763) 226 — 1626.

NE Park Fest

Lower NE Neighborhoods Association (LNENA) will host its annual NE Park Fest in partnership with
Minneapolis Parks and Recreation. Community members will have access to entertainment, food,
information and resources. It's free, held outside NE Park Recreation Center, 1530 Johnson Street NE,
Monday, July 20, 6-8:30 pm. This event will take place during the annual NE/SE soccer celebration;
more than 1,000 people are expected in the park that day.

Community Night & The Big Picnic

In partnership with Silverwood Park and St. Anthony Community Services, The Big Picnic will be held at
Silverwood Park on Wednesday, July 22 from 6-8 pm. Bring a blanket, pack a favorite meal and gather
on the amphitheater lawn for a night of music, art and connection. Enjoy a music performance by Afflatus!
Get creative with a free art activity and enter the Best Picnic Contest, with awards for the most impressive
picnic setups. If you don't pack a picnic, a food truck and beverage service will be available, and guests
are welcome to bring their own beer and wine. No registration and free.

Monarch Festival
The 2026 City of Columbia Heights Monarch Festival is scheduled for Thursday, July 23, 4-7 pm at

Kordiak Park, 1845 49th Avenue NE. If you are interested in attending as a vendor or informational booth,
contact Angela Montero at 763-706-3613 or amontero@columbiaheightsmn.gov.

Food Truck Festival
Father Hennepin Bluff Park, 420 Main Street SE, will be the scene of the Minnesota Food Truck Festival
Saturday, August 1, 11 am-9 pm. More than 40 food trucks will be on hand for this free event, where
every free wristband provides three meals for those in need via Feed My Starving Children. Music will be
provided by Whiskey Stone, Tyte Phitt and Alex Rossi. Kid and canine-friendly.

Readers Needed for Sunday Services
~ Gloria Dei is looking for volunteers to read during Sunday services.

~«  Interested? Call the church office at 612.781.1989 or speak with Pastor Matthew.

. Time commitment: Minimal—you are already at the 10 am service.
Ve Preparation: Readings will be emailed on Wednesday so you can review them
: prior to reading on Sunday.

...............................................................................................................
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THE LUTHERAN HOUR
WCCO 830 AM Radio

Heard each Sunday morning at 6:05 a.m.

Hosted by Rev. Michael Ziegler
(unless otherwise noted)

July 5, 2026 Genesis 39:21
"Bloom Where You're Planted"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Blessing, in a Biblical sense, means God’s favor in
any circumstance, no exceptions, because there is
no place or circumstance in which God does not

belong.

July 12, 2026 Ephesians 6:12
"Knight, Death, and the Devil"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Jesus has triumphed over all the powers of death
and hell and He has pledged Himself to be your

protector and the armor that you wear.

July 19, 2026 Romans 8: 21-27
"From Groans to Glory"
Guest Speaker: Chaplain Eric Erkkinen
A day will come when the grief will end, the groans
will be silenced. Jesus will return and the dead in
Christ will arise with bodies glorified.

July 26, 2026 Matthew 13:44
"Worth the Wait"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The certainty that Jesus offers is not theoretical or
experimental. It's the certainty of a promise, of a

secure relationship.

Dial-A-Devotion
There is a new devotion and prayer each day.
Call 651-429-0078 and follow the prompts.

Time of Grace

Time of Grace connects people to God’s grace—
his love, glory, and power—so they realize the
temporary things of life don’t satisfy. However,

through Jesus we have access to the eternal
God—right now and forever.
Pastor Mike Novotny

Pastor Mike Novotny has served God'’s people in
full-time ministry since 2007 in Madison and, most
recently, at The CORE in Appleton, Wisconsin.
He also serves as the lead speaker for Time of
Grace, where he shares the good news about
Jesus through television, print, and online
platforms.

Sundays KARE (NBC 11) 10:30 AM

Subscribe to Time of Grace to be delivered to
your email inbox daily. It's easy to subscribe to
resources that’ll keep you rooted in Jesus. Just

select which types of resources you would like to
receive and they will be sent right to your inbox

www.timeofgrace.org/subscribe

1 JUNE OFFICIAL ACTS
| NONE

Main Street Living TV Program
Main Street Living airs each Sunday at 9 a.m. on
Channel 29/9-2 (On Comcast this is channel 10).
The first half hour is a reproduction of 7his is the
Life, a Lutheran Hour Ministries program made
popular in the 60s, 70s, and 80s. The second half
hour is a modified Lutheran worship service, which
is produced locally.
For more information see the web site:
www.mainstreetliving.com and select the “Twin
Cities” tab. For more information or to watch the
program, go to mainstreetliving.com.

Pastor Matthew will be heading to Jamaica on a
short mission trip with Pastor Bruce Laabs. He
will be traveling from July 8 through July 13.
Safe travels!
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Sprcial Occasinns for Special Prople

2nd
9th
14"
20"
2 8th

Sth

1 2th
19
2 6th

Sth

1 Zth
1 9th
2 6th

NONE

Counters

Dale Raschke and Wade Billmeyer
Al, Pam and Aaron Morelli

Tom and Patty Lyrenmann

Shirley Holzinger and Verlayne Sather

Flowers

Vicki Henderson
Mike Panning
Nanc Rixe
Patience Cephus
Jason Matasovsky
JULY SERVANTS
Elder: Daniel Carlson and Jason Matasovsky
Ushers
Sth
12th
19th
26th
Eternal Light
Sth
12th
19th
Sandy Westling — Steve’s birthday 26
(son)

If you sign up for flowers or candles after the newsletter is published, please let the Office
know. We want to make sure that flowers are ordered and you are properly
acknowledged in the announcement.
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July 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church NOTE: 1 2 3 4 Happy 4t of July
3014 McKinley Street NE, Bible Study will be 5 -8 pm Living 10 am Living Word
Minneapolis, MN 55418 taking the summer off, Word Music Worship & Fellowship
Ph: 612-781-1989 no classes in July or Rehearsal 6 — 8 pm Living Word
August Prayer Night
5  Sixth Sunday a. Pentecost 6 7 8 9 10 11
10 am Worship w/HC Pastor’s Day Off 7:30 pm SLAA 6 pm 5-8 pm Living 10 am Living Word
11:45 am Royal Family Worship Church Office Closed | Group Meeting [ Neighborhood Word Music Worship & Fellowship
, Block Meeting Rehearsal 6 — 8 pm Living Word
6 pm NA 7 pm AlAnon (upstairs) Prayer Night
7 pm Beginners AlAnon o _ )
(downstairs) Pastor Matthew on Mission Trip to Jamaica (July 8 — 13)
12 Seventh Sunday a. Pentecost | 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 am Worship Pastor’s Day Off 7:30 pm SLAA 5 -8 pm Living 10 am Living Word
w/Elder Jason Preaching Church Office Closed | Group Meeting Word Music Worship & Fellowship
11:45 am Royal Family Worship , Rehearsal 4 -5 pm Living Word
7 pm AIApon (upstairs) Board Meeting
6 pm NA 7pm Beglnner§ AlAnon 6 — 8 pm Living Word
(downstairs) Prayer Night
19 Eighth Sunday a. Pentecost | 20 21 22 23 24 25
10 am Worship w/HC Pastor’s Day Off 5-7pm 6 pm 5—8 pm Living 10 am Living Word
11:45 am Royal Family Worship Church Office Closed GDLC Neighborhood Word Music Worship & Fellowship
, Council Block Meeting Rehearsal
6 pm NA 7 pm AlAnon (upstairs) Meeting 3 - 8 pm Annual Take
7 pm Beginners AlAnon it to the Streets Event
(downstairs) 7:30 pm SLAA L
. 6 - 8 pm Living Word
Group Meeting Prayer Night
26 Nineth Sunday a. Pentecost | 27 28 29 30 31
10 am Worship w/HC Pastor’s Day Off 7:30 pm SLAA 5 — 8 pm Living
11:45 am Royal Family Worship Church Office Closed | Group Meeting Word Music
: Rehearsal
6 pm NA 7 pm AlAnon (upstairs)
Newsletter Deadline 7pm Beglnner§ AlAnon
(downstairs)
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Remember God’s work in
Lutheran schools as you pray:

1. for the children attending
Lutheran schools, that their eyes,
ears, hearts and minds would be
open to God’s Word.

2. for Lutheran school teachers,
that they would correctly divide
and deliver Law and Gospel

to students through real-life
applications each day.

3. for Lutheran school
principals, who lead people to
passionately embrace the witness
our schools provide to the
community. Pray that pastors,
principals, directors and teachers
would work together in God-
pleasing unity.

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

Pray For Us Calendar

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS — JULY 1-15

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) School Ministry serves as
a national voice for Lutheran schools, upholding the standards of Christ-
centered schools that are academically strong and respectfully operated.
Nationwide, there are 1,992 LCMS schools, which include 1,127 early
childhood centers, 778 elementary schools and 87 high schools.

&. for pastors, who champion
the Kingdom work happening in
our schools. Pray that pastors
would be excited to be an integral
part of their school’s ministry and
the teaching of the children.

5. for the ability of Lutheran
schools to serve every child in
their care. Ask that the Lord
would provide the means to help
schools serve children who have
disabilities, who have experienced
trauma or who come from
families with limited resources.

6. for Lutheran schools that
are struggling to fill empty seats.
Pray that God would revitalize
their ministries, energize their
staff members and bring more
children through their doors.

7. for parents who support

our Lutheran schools with their
time, talents and treasures. Give
thanks for their dedication to the
mission of the school.

8. for daily opportunities
for our teachers and staff to
show God'’s mercy, love and
forgiveness both inside and
outside of the classroom. Pray
that God would maintain our
ability to practice our faith in
Lutheran schools.

9. for church members
who tell the story of their
Lutheran school, that their
recommendation might lead
more students through the
school’s doors.

10. for the many non-Christians
and exchange students who are
coming to our schools. Pray that
God would work through the
Gospel that they will have faith

in Jesus.

11. ror first-year teachers, that
they may apply their gifts to
demonstrate grace and mercy.
Pray that God would give them
strength and patience.

12. fror our early childhood
centers that introduce young
families to the saving love of
Jesus. Pray that they are a
faithful witness to the littlest of
God'’s children and their families.

13. for courageous Lutheran
schools willing to take calculated
risks that will result in significant
rewards for students. Give the
leaders of these schools wisdom
in their decisions.

14. for comfort and healing
for school faculty and students
during times of injury, illness
and loss.

15. for God to raise up wise
and gifted leaders who are willing
to serve in administrative roles at
Lutheran schools.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY — JULY 16-31

The challenges to Christians on our nation’s college campuses are increasing
exponentially. On practically every campus, objections are increasing to the
biblical worldview, Christian doctrine, traditional ethics and moral practices.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) campus-ministry arm,
LCMS U, aims to encourage, support and help students, faculty and staff in
their response to these challenges so they can boldly bear witness to Christ.

Remember God's work: through
LCMS U as you pray:

16. for the 200-plus LCMS U
chapters around the country,
that they would receive the
support they need to effectively
reach out to America’s college
students.

17. that more congregations
and individuals would become
involved with their local LCMS U
chapters or start new ones.

18. ror the growth of LCMS U
on urban campuses and at
community colleges, two fertile
mission fields. Pray that the Lord
would open doors to the spread
of His Word in these places.

19. for all the dedicated staff
and volunteers involved in
campus ministry, that God would
energize them for their work and
use them to plant seeds of faith
that will continue to grow.

20. for students starting their
first year of college, that they
would find a church to attend,

Christian friends and make good
decisions while living away from
home for the first time.

21. for the parents of college
students, especially those who
have an empty nest for the first
time. Pray that they would find
joy and contentment in the midst
of life’s changes.

22. that Lutheran college
students would be bold witnesses
to their faith in Jesus Christ, even
when faced with pressure from
peers and professors.

23. that young people would
hunger for the certain truth of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
not be deceived by the half-
truths and lies of Satan.

24. forthe 800,000-plus
foreign students studying

at American colleges and
universities. Many come from
countries where the Gospel is not
freely preached. Pray that their
time in the U.S. would provide
the opportunity for them to learn
about Jesus.

25. for the international
students who came to faith while
studying abroad. Ask the Lord to
provide support so that they can
continue to grow in their faith
after they return home.

26. for busy college students,
who are pulled in many directions
with the demands of school,
work, friends, family and other
activities. Pray that they would
make God a priority by setting
aside time for worship, Bible
study and Christian service.

27. for the development of
campus-ministry programs at
institutions of higher education
around the world.

28. that God would bless and
guide the work of all students

Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these
pages for newsletters or other distribution. Download at

involved in mission work and
volunteer opportunities both at
home and abroad. Pray that this
time would be a blessing to them
and others.

29. with thanksgiving for a new
school year. Pray that students
and campus-ministry workers
would return refreshed and with
renewed dedication.

30. rorrecent college
graduates, that they would find
gainful employment as well as
a church home where they can
learn about God’s holy Word in
all of its truth and purity.

31. for all students, that God
would protect them and provide
people to share with them the
Word of God.

lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-84:3-5267 to request a copy.
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